"Quite simply, the Smithsonian position is that the fossil Lucy, one of the most important specimens of its kind, is
too fragile to go on public tour," National Natural History Museum spokesman Randall Kremer said Monday.

The curator of anthropology at the Houston Museum of Natural Science, where Lucy will be on display from Aug.
31 to April 20, said he shared the Smithsonian's concern over ensuring the security of artifacts on display. But he
said this should not preclude them from traveling.

"We will put Lucv on displav with the utmost care iust as we have put other fraaile artifacts on displav. such as the






