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totally alien to her, coming specifically to look at the remains of her fossilised skeleton, encased
in a box of transparent material.

However, this is not even the first such trip she has made; back in 1975, her remains were taken
for examination to the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, under the care of her discoverer,
Donald Johanson, although on this occasion, she remained hidden from the gaze of the public.

She will thus make her debut before the American public at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science on August 31st, despite the misgivings of many, amongst whom will be some 30
scientists from more than 20 nations who signed a petition which called for original hominin
fossils to be kept in their country of origin, unless urgent research required otherwise.
Significantly, even the Smithsonian Institution has declined to lend its considerable weight of
credibility to the exhibition.

Girma Wolde-Giorgis, current President of Ethiopia, who has arrived in Houston to liaise with the
Museum, has this to say,

"I hope nothing will happen to her....Flying across two or three continents does have
risk, but several precautions have been taken."

In the unfortunate, and hopefully non-existent, event of the plane getting into difficulties, it's
difficult to imagine what precautions could be taken that would ensure the safety of the fossil
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