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presidentrré'r{d‘CEO of the Greater Houston Partnership. "It really finalize plans for Lucy, a 3.2-million-ye:
proves what we already know about the vibrancy of our cultural old hominid fossil, to visit the Houston
arts.” Museum of Natural Science. It will be h

first time to leave Africa for exhibition

For Mosley, the trip was a reunion of sorts. He spent six years of his Purposes. - photo by Marianne Herton
childhood in Ethiopia, leaving shortly before he began high school.
His first return was 20 years afterward. And this trip marks his second return, another 20 years later.

Having lived in Ethiopia and now serving on the Greater Houston Partnership, Mosley said the Lucy exhibit is ¢
special importance to him.

“I'm very, very humbled and pleased to be able to help out. I think this is a terrific opportunity for Ethiopia an
for Houston.”

The project began nearly five years ago when he met an Ethiopian consul who wanted to promote American
tourism in Ethiopia. The consul described the popularity of a German exhibit that featured a replica of Lucy,
which made him think exhibiting the real Lucy would be a success.

I told him, ‘Well, you let me know if you would like me to help with that,” Mosley said with a chuckle.

Soon after, planning for Lucy’s voyage to America began. The endeavor, however, was not without hiccups. Ni
everyone was in favor of Lucy leaving Africa.

"Lucy may be the most valuable treasure of Ethiopia,” Mosley said. “Would you ship a national treasure to the
other side of the world? Of course, there were a lot of differing opinions about it. But ultimately, the value wot
be tremendous to come stateside. It would lend itself to public interest in Ethiopia.”

The exhibit will premier in September and will feature not only Lucy but also historical information about Ethio
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